
Click here to view a full recording of the meeting.

Board of Education Office
50 Sheffield Street

Old Saybrook, CT  06475
(860) 395-3157

The Old Saybrook Board of Education met in Regular Session on Tuesday, November 8, 2022, at the Board of Education
Office, Old Saybrook, CT 06475.

Board Members Others
Lee-Ann Flynn Jan Perruccio, Superintendent of Schools
Alan Hyla Julie Pendleton, Director of Operations, Facilities, and Finance
Trevor Nichols Amity Goss, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment
Eileen Baker David Plotkin, Old Saybrook High School Interim Associate Principal
Karen Brodeur Krista Bauchman, Old Saybrook Middle School Principal
James Henderson Heston Sutman, Kathleen E. Goodwin School Principal
Steve Beeler
George Chang (Joined remotely at 7:30PM)

I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Nichols called the meeting to order at 7:11PM.

II. COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS

Audience of Citizens

No members of the audience addressed the Board of Education.

Reports from the Student Board of Education Representatives

The Board Representatives reported on the following topics:

● Clubs:
○ The National Honor Society induction ceremony takes place on November 21,

2022.
○ The showings for the school play are on November 10 - 12. This year the play

is “Murder on the Orient Express”.
● Academic:

○ First quarter ended on Monday, October 31.
○ Honors Band has a requirement of participating in at least one audition. The

first of the two main auditions is on November 19.
○ The new social studies teacher, Diana Nasser, finished her first week last

Friday. Students say she is very sweet and is adjusting to the role well.
○ Student feedback from the schedule has been getting increasingly positive. It

seems like as the year goes on, students are adjusting and adapting to the
schedule better. Mondays are still polarized, either people love having shorter
classes or hate having eight periods in a single day.
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● Extracurricular:
○ Field day and spirit week went very well. Student feedback was all positive.
○ Combining homecoming with Westbrook was a new and unique experience.

At first, the two schools had their individual groups, but by the end of the
night, the atmosphere mirrored that of a true homecoming. There were
approximately 350 students in total.

○ The feedback from 8th grade step-up day was positive. In some cases, the
groups of 8th graders were a distraction to classes, but the experience was still
productive and insightful to the students.

● Sports
○ Girls Soccer: Girls soccer ended their regular season 4-8-3. They lost in the

Shoreline Championship to Morgan High School.
○ Boys Soccer: Boys soccer wrapped up a spectacular season 13-1-2. They were

knocked out in the semifinals of the Shoreline Tournament after a tough game
against Morgan.

○ Field Hockey: In their regular season, Field Hockey finished at 9-4-1, and
made it to the shoreline finals championship game. Unfortunately, they were
defeated in a 1-0 game against North Branford.

○ Football/Cheer: OSW football are currently 0-8.
○ Cross Country: The cross country team had their state championship at

Wickham State Park on October 29. OSHS student Parker Cook finished 3rd
overall.

Correspondence

The following correspondence was presented to the Board of Education:

● November CABE Liaison Newsletter

III. MEETING MINUTES

Brodeur/Hyla

“Move to approve the October 25, 2022, regular meeting minutes, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0)

IV. EDUCATION ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION

Eversource Grant

The 8th Grade Saybrook Studies classes are the recipients of a $2,500.00 grant
provided by Eversource to help support the needs of the classroom and allow students
the opportunity to experience the historical development of our town and region. As a
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newer Specials offering for 8th graders, one that bases projects on student interests,
the District is identifying the resources needed during the academic year for the
students to explore outside of the classroom. Old Saybrook has been integral in the
development of the Connecticut River and the entire region, but lessons are primarily
classroom based due to the lack of funding.

In the application for this grant, the purpose is stated, “To allow 8th graders the
opportunities to visit places in Old Saybrook, as well as the surrounding communities,
to learn about the environmental and historical aspects of our region.  The grant
money will be used to transport students to surrounding historical sites and local
farms to learn about Old Saybrook's connection in the growth of the region."

Part of the application process for the grant includes recognition of Eversource, which
will be done through a letter home to parents and through discussion at the Board of
Education Meeting.

Brodeur/Flynn

“Move to accept the $2,500.00 Eversource Grant, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0)

Field Trip Request - NEMFA

Board of Education policy requires that overnight field trips be approved by the Board
of Education. The following overnight trip will be planned for this spring. These field
trips have been taken in past years and have the support of the building principal and
superintendent.

March 23-25: New England Music Festival. Students participating in the festival
will travel to Woodstock Academy to participate in a three-day festival event with
high school musicians throughout New England. The students will stay with host
families in the area and return on Saturday, March 25.

Brodeur/Hyla

“Move to approve the New England Music Festival Field Trip from March 23
through March 25, as presented.”

MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0)

Field Trip Request- CMEA All-State

Board of Education policy requires that overnight field trips be approved by the Board
of Education.  The following overnight trip will be planned for this spring.  These
field trips have been taken in past years and have the support of the building principal
and superintendent.
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March 30 - April 1: New England Music Festival. Students selected to participate
in this festival will travel to the Marriott Hotel in Hartford for three days of rehearsal
culminating in a concert at the Hartford Convention Center on April 1. The students
will stay at the Marriott Hotel and return home on Saturday, April 1.

Brodeur/Flynn

“Move to approve the Connecticut Music Educators Association All-State Music
Festival Field Trip from March 30 through April 1, as presented.”

MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0)

Curriculum Presentation

At the request of members of the Board of Education, Director Goss presented on the
process used for curricular adoptions and revisions.

This presentation answered the questions:

● What is the impetus for adopting or revising curriculum?
● How are resources chosen?
● Who chooses the resources in the classrooms?

The presentation detailed the sources of curricular change, examined the OSPS
Program Planning Flowchart, and provided examples of standards, policies, and
guidelines that direct and govern curricular decisions.

The Board asked questions regarding:

● Teacher autonomy in the classroom
● The differences between standards, curriculum, and programs
● Safeguards against extreme views

Approval of HVAC Specifications

As part of the requirements to submit a grant to the Department of Administrative
Services for the purpose of installing air conditioning at Kathleen E. Goodwin School
and Old Saybrook Middle School, the District is required to develop Educational
Specifications, and the Board of Education must approve the specification before
submitting a grant for these projects.

The specifications were reviewed and discussed for Kathleen E. Goodwin School and
Old Saybrook Middle School.

Flynn/Hyla

“Move to approve the Educational Specifications as outlined and presented for
Kathleen E. Goodwin School for the installation of air conditioning.”

4

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17FuV7oSlLVBEv7s7he_b5t970Fjg013U/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17FuV7oSlLVBEv7s7he_b5t970Fjg013U/view?usp=sharing


MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0)

Hyla/Flynn

“Move to approve the Educational Specifications as outlined and presented for
Old Saybrook Middle School for the installation of air conditioning.”

MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0)

Policy Updates

The following policy updates were discussed at the Board of Education Meeting on
October 25, 2022.

Series 9000 Meeting Conduct: Page 6 – Public Address (6)

The Board of Education does not typically respond to specific questions during the
course of the meeting but may direct public address, although a topic may be formally
added to a Board meeting agenda at a later time. The Superintendent of Schools to
may respond or clarify a specific question or issue at the meeting or subsequent to the
meeting, or the Board Chairman may respond on behalf of the Board of Education.

Additionally, it is being recommended to change the order of the six public address
rules.

Series 9000 Construction and Posting of Agenda: Page 1 – IB

In addition to those items listed by the Chairperson of the Board, any member of the
Board may contact the Chairperson or the Superintendent and request that an item be
placed on the agenda. This request must be made no later than seventy-two (72) hours
four (4) business days prior to the legally required public posting of the agenda.

Beeler/Henderson

“Move to adopt the policy updates, as presented.”

MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0)

Job Description Update - Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

As the District prepares to enter into the hiring process of a new Director of
Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment, the job description for this position was
updated to reflect the responsibilities of the role within the organization. The updated
job description was made in collaboration with Director Goss, the current Director of
Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment, and was vetted by Joseph Anastasio, the
President of the Administrators’ Union.

Job Description Update - Director of Pupil and Professional Services
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As the District prepares to enter into the hiring process of a new Director of Student
Services, the job description for this position was updated to reflect the
responsibilities of the role within the organization. The updated job description was
made in collaboration with Director Bai, the current Director of Student Services, and
was vetted by Joseph Anastasio, the President of the Administrators’ Union.

V. COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS

Audience of Citizens

No members of the audience addressed the Board of Education.

VI. REMINDERS
● District - Public Relations Committee (Virtual) - November 9 - 4:45PM
● District - Building Safety Review Committee at Goodwin - November 9 - 6:00PM
● District - Building Safety Review Committee at OSMS - November 10 - 6:00PM
● Town Green - Veteran’s Day Assembly - November 11 - 12:00PM
● OSMS - PTO Meeting - November 14 - 6:30PM
● OSHS - Ram Boosters - November 14 - 7:00PM
● District - Board of Finance - November 15 - 6:30PM
● District - Building Safety Review Committee at OSHS - November 17 - 6:00PM
● District - CABE Convention - November 18-19
● OSMS - Grade 8 Dance - November 18 - 7:00PM
● OSHS - NHS Induction - November 21 - 7:00PM
● District - Board of Education Meeting - November 22 - 7:00PM
● All Events and Meetings May be Canceled or Conducted Remotely

VII. ADJOURNMENT

Baker/Flynn

“Move to adjourn at 8:45PM”

MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0)

Karen Brodeur, Secretary
Old Saybrook Board of Education

Minutes recorded and typed by:
Trent Gerbers, Executive Assistant
*DRAFT -  Subject to approval at the next BOE meeting
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